
Text Conversion and Encoding

All kinds of text: printed, typescript, 
handwritten
All kinds and sizes of paper: index cards 
to broad sheet newspapers
All kinds of languages (real and 
imaginary)
All kinds of metadata



How to convert?

Two choices:
Optical Character Recognition Software
Typing from scratch



OCR

Works best on published, post-1950 works
Most OCR programs can handle different 
languages, but English is most common
Problems such discoloration, bleed-through, 
page damage such as missing pieces and 
stains, and stereotyping, all degrade results
Handwritten OCR?







Two approaches to OCR

Brute force: PrimeRecognition
<http://www.primerec.com>
Artificial intelligence: Olive Software 
<http://www.olivesoftware.com>

http://www.primerec.com/
http://www.olivesoftware.com/






34      THE  ARTIST'S  LOVE.
and gone on unconsciously, had she not heard cries- of dis-
tress which immediately arrested her steps.
Thinking only of her old granny then, she turned hastily
into the garden, and followed the sound of the cries.
It led her through the hut into the back shed, where she
found the old woman uttering loud lamentations.
Marie had scarcely time to ask what the matter was when
the old woman exclaimed:
"Oh, Marie! Mooley is dead! Mooley is dead! And
now we too shall die!-shall starve to death!"
"How did it happen?" faltered the girl in well-founded
fear, for indeed the cow was half their living.
"Oh, she fell over the cliff! She fell over the cliff! She
missed her footing, and fell over the cliff and broke her
neck, and died at once! Come, look at her!" cried the old
woman, sobbing and wringing her hands.
And she led Marie through the back door of the shed,
and along the base of the cliff, until they came to the spot
where the body of the cow lay.
Marie knelt down and tenderly stroked the face of her
poor dumb friend, and saw that she was dead indeed.
CI Don't cry, dear granny! I'm sorry for poor Mooley;
but don't you be afraid; we shall not starve! I know they



Typing

Generally outsourced
High accuracy using double or triple 
keying

Language and quality of original or image 
are important factors in accuracy rate
Standard accuracy rate is 99.995%, or 1 
error per 20,000 characters



Encoding

Some encoding is necessary
SGML/XML are international standards for 
encoding: 
<http://www.letrs.indiana.edu/links_rw.html
>
Text Encoding Initiative (TEI) has highly 
developed guidelines for encoding electronic 
text, particularly texts in the humanities 
<http://www.tei-c.org>



<DIV1 TYPE="chapter">
<PB N="59">
<HEAD>CHAPTER V.</HEAD>
<HEAD TYPE="sub">THE GOOD NORTHERN LADY'S LETTER FROM 
THE SOUTH.</HEAD>
<EPIGRAPH><CIT><Q><LG TYPE="quotation">
<L>"No haughty gesture marks his gait,</L>
<L>No pompous tone his word;</L>
<L>No studied attitude is seen,</L>
<L>No palling nonsense heard;</L>
<L>He'll suit his bearing to the hour,</L>
<L>Laugh, listen, learn, or teach,</L>
<L>With joyous freedom in his mirth,</L>
<L>And candor in his speech."</L>
</LG></Q><BIBL>&mdash;ELIZA COOK.</BIBL></CIT></EPIGRAPH>
<P>[My friend, A. Freeman North, having read the foregoing,
returned it with a hasty note, in pencil, saying, "Please
send me the Aunt's reply, if you have it, or can procure
it." I accordingly sent it, and we have it here.]</P>
<Q><TEXT><BODY><DIV1 TYPE="letter">
<OPENER><SALUTE>MY DEAR 
NEPHEW,&mdash;</SALUTE></OPENER>
<P>Your letter came while we had gone into the country
for a fortnight. Hattie is much improved, and I trust
will soon be well. I gave her your letter to read. She
told me that she could not find it in her heart to wonder
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